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FORTHCOMING FIXTURES/EVENTS 

 
Monday 29th October   

Debating 12:40pm 

Tuesday 30th October 

Lecture Finals 3pm 

Later pick up time of 5pm for Forms 3, 4 and 5 

Middle School rehearsals start next week 

Wednesday 31st October  

Orchestra 8am 

1st XV Rugby v Riley (H) 2:30pm might be 1:30pm 

U11A, U11B Rugby v Merchiston (A) 2:30pm 

U9 Rugby Fettes Festival (A) 2:30pm 

U8 Rugby v Longridge (H) 2pm tbc 

1st Hockey Fettes Tournament (A) 1pm 

2nd, 3rd Hockey v Fettes (H) 2.00 pm 

Wednesday 31st October  

U11A, U11B Hockey v Fettes (H) 2:45 pm 

U10 Hockey v Fettes (A) 2:30 pm 

U9A, U9B Hockey v Fettes (A) 2.30 pm 

Thursday 1st November  

Senior Chess Club 5.05pm 

Friday 2nd November  

Form 3 and 4 Assembly – parents welcome  

Junior Choir 12:45pm 

Senior Cross Country  Club 12:45pm 

Saturday 3rd November 

Cargilfield Rugby 7's, U11 Rugby 

Sunday 4th November  

Ardvreck Rugby 7's, U13 Rugby 

 

NOTE FROM THE HEADMASTER 

This month’s Autumn Watch was set in New England, Canada.  The lucky presenters throughout the 

series highlighted the most beautiful setting with a vast array of strong autumn colours.  It was 

suggested that there was nowhere else like New England in the world.  Perhaps in terms of scale, they 

are correct, but living in the Border lands, close to the River Tweed at this time of year, surely comes 

close. 

 

As we returned to the business of school after an 11 day half term holiday, many bleary eyed souls 

could be seen yawning their way through the first morning, but a bit like the Autumn colours have 

done to the setting, our pupils came alive and are back up to pace for the second half of term.  

 

 

All those who attended the Dandylion trials on 

the Friday we broke up can be proud of their 

attempts at being selected, and congratulations to 

Thomas E who will captain the Dandylions 

Rugby side with Archie M also being selected.  

Congratulations also go to Anna M, Mhairi, 

Rosie, Molly S, Eliza and Hannah C for their 

selection to the Dandylions Hockey Squad.  The 

Dandylion v WOSPs rugby and hockey games 

take place on 7th and 21st November respectively. 

 

 
 

This week has also seen the addition of four new pupils and we are delighted how Archie, Emily, 

Aleksander and Kirsten have settled in to their respective classes.  We have also had the privilege of 



visits from several of last year’s Form 8s who are making the most of their two week half term 

holidays.  It is always a pleasure receiving visits from FPs and we have been particularly delighted to 

welcome back Susannah Godfrey-Faussett, who is currently Head Girl at Glenalmond. Susannah 

joined us on work experience and has helped out in various areas of the school.  We are very grateful 

to Susannah for her contribution. 

 

Whilst this has been a three-day week it is safe to say that once the lecture heats have been completed 

today, and a full programme unfolds until the end of school this afternoon, a restful weekend will be 

appreciated.   

 

Next week we are to be joined by qualified teacher Severine Stutz-Berger from Switzerland who will 

be helping out in various classes around school and is known to us through Mrs Stuart.  Don’t forget 

the clocks change this weekend.  “Spring forward, fall back”. 

 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE – MONDAY 5TH AND TUESDAY 6TH NOVEMBER  

Due to Pre-Prep Parents’ evenings, there will be no prep for Pre-Prep children. Late room will run as 

usual. 

 

 

PARENTS EVENINGS 

A reminder of the dates: 

Pre-Prep (Forms 1 and 2) Monday 5th November 4:15pm 
(NO prep for these classes; Late Room as usual) 

Pre-Prep (Forms 1, 2 and Reception) Tuesday 6th November 4:15pm 
(NO prep for these classes; Late Room as usual) 

Form 5 Monday 19th November 5:15pm 

Forms 3 and 4 Tuesday 20th November 4:15pm 

Forms 3 and 4 Thursday 22nd November 4:15pm 

Forms 6 and 7 Monday 26th November 5:15pm 

Forms 6 and 7 Tuesday 27th December 5:15pm 

Form 8 Tuesday 4th December 5:15pm 

 

MUSIC AND DRAMA  

Middle School Rehearsals 

These will begin on Tuesday, 6th November from 4.15 – 5.30pm.  A rehearsal schedule was circulated 

at half term.  Your child will only be needed as directed on this sheet.  Full cast rehearsals are for all 

pupils in Forms 3, 4 and 5. 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN 

With the organisation and thanks from Mr and Mrs Gillie, Kindergarten travelled to Kelso Racecourse 

to enjoy a tour around the venue. An enjoyable morning was had! 

  
Mrs L Berni 



ST. MARY’S FELT POPPIES 

Our wonderful poppies are now on display in the Hamilton and Sanderson Buildings.  All proceeds to 

Poppy Scotland - £2.50 each.  All monies to the school office. If parents are able to sell a little bundle 

of poppies out with school that would be greatly appreciated 

 

  
Ms Wood 

 

 

BOARDING NEWS 
Cooking with Cheffy, sardines, football, Hallowe’en 

crafts... https://bit.ly/2SkIBT9  

 

Halloween games – Wednesday 31st October 

If you are boarding on Wednesday, please 

remember to bring in a themed costume. 

 

 
 

 

 

SCHOOL MAGAZINE 

Production of the school magazine is now underway.  If any parent would like to support the school 

and take some advertising space please contact Mrs Tait on ftait@stmarysmelrose.org.uk by no later 

than Monday 29th October 2018. 

 

Please note the following amendment to the half term dates for Michaelmas Term 2019. 

Michaelmas Term 2019 
Term begins Monday 2nd September 

Term ends Friday 13th December (mid-day) 

Half term Monday 14th October - Tuesday 22nd October (incl) 

 

 

FLU VACCINATION – DATE FOR YOUR DIARY  

The painless nasal spray vaccine for pupils will take place on Thursday 8th November. 

https://bit.ly/2SkIBT9
mailto:ftait@stmarysmelrose.org.uk


FORM 3 STORY TELLERS 

On Wednesday, Form 3 took the opportunity to read their own stories to the children in Kindergarten 

and Pre-Prep.   

  

 
Over the first half term they had been listening to 

traditional stories, The 3 Little Pigs, The 3 Bears 

and The Three Billy Goats.  The children then 

wrote their own endings to these stories, they 

chose their favourite one to turn onto a book and 

read to the children.   

Mrs Kirkness 

  

 

 
FESTIVAL OF PHYSICS 

This weekend Dynamic Earth are hosting the Institute of Physics ‘Festival of Physics’. It is a three 

day, free festival with lots of hands on workshops and looks to be a great day out. Follow the link 

below for the full program.  http://festivalofphysics.org/  

 

Mrs Stuart 

 

 

 

School shop invoices 

were distributed the week 

before half term.   

 

If you still have one of 

these envelopes     Ą 

at home please can you 

return it to the school 

office on Monday 29th 

October. 

 

http://festivalofphysics.org/


FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S 

Wildlife and Landscape 

Photograph: We are in need of 

more photographs!    

Last chance this weekend to take 

some stunning pictures – you 

will have the chance of winning 

a wonderful prize and having 

your photograph appearing in 

our 2019 calendar.    

Email your pictures no later 

than Monday, 29th October, to 

fosm@stmarysmelrose.org.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

The Cake Sale held on Friday 5th October raised £346.16. Thank you to all of you who baked goodies for 

the sale. 

 

 

 

mailto:fosm@stmarysmelrose.org.uk

